j6              The Turks in Hungary.
kalpdh and the long straight upright plume, the curved sabre and the dalimar or pelisse were common to both nations. In the early days of the Turkish occupation, we find the Magyar magnates and the Osmanli Pashas frequently feasting together, but the conversion of their lands into Turkish fiefs, and their churches into Musalman musjids, alienated both the nobles and the priests from the usurpers, and the faith of the Cross was sufficient to turn the scale with the masses, wavering in their allegiance between the German Catholic, and the Turkish Infidel. But for another century-and-a-half their country was destined to be the scene of incessant wars and continual bloodshed as the debateable land between the frontiers of Christendom and Islam. In 1593 the smouldering flames of war broke out again. The Basha of Buda made a great foray into the Christian lands, but, as he was returning with many captives and great spoil, he fell into an ambuscade and lost nearly all his men. As he had been unsuccessful he was strangled by the Sultan's command for having broken the peace without waiting for orders. The peace once broken, however, was not easy to mend or to keep, and the forces on both sides were mustered for the fray. Hosan Pasha of Bosnia, besieging Sissek on the Unna, was defeated and drowned, but SulUn Murad III sent Sin&n Pasha with a great army who avenged his fall by the capture of Sissek.
The Basha of Buda was, however, beaten in a battle fought near Stuhlweissenburg, which so intimidated the Janissaries that they refused to leave their garrisons to assemble for the relief of Filek ; and that strong fortress was taken by the Germans, who overran a large part of the Turks' country before the close of the year. During the winter the Emperor Eudolph made great preparations for war, and next spring (1594) his brothers, the Arcndukes Matthias and Maximilian, took the field at the head of large and well-appointed armies, wherein many gallant knights from all parts 6f Christendom served as volunteers. Maximilian drove the Turks out of Croatia ; Matthias besieged Gran and had well-nigh taken it, but the Turkish garrison defended it with heroic bravery. The Hungarian peasantry rose in insurrection and cut off the Turks' supplies. The Prince of Transylvania renounced his allegiance to the SultSn and declared for the Emperor.
But Sinan Pasha again entered Hungary with a mighty host and forced Matthias to raise the siege of Gran. He himself then laid siege to Eaab, and Matthias encamped in the neighbourhood to interrupt his operations, but Sin&n surprised his camp and the Germans were routed with the loss of all their guns and baggage. Raab surrendered, under strong suspicions of treachery on the part oMhe Governor, Count Hardegg. He was afterwards tried for having delivered up a tenable fortress, provisionedior we year.